Ravensdale Junior School

Devonshire Drive, Mickleover, Derby. DE3 9EY
Telephone number: 01332 512373

Email: admin@ravensdalej.derby.sch.uk /
Follow us on Twitter @ravensdalejr

Website: www.ravensdalej.derby.sch.uk
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Dear parents and carers

Christmas can be a very exciting time for children and many adults welcome the decorations,
music and festivities at a time of year when the weather is poor, and the days are short.
However, children with Autism, ADHD (Attention Deficit and Hyperactivity) or other
vulnerabilities can find all the changes at this time of year very difficult.

With that in mind, I am letting you know that we are putting up our wonderful 12-foot
Christmas tree, as well as the stage on the evening of Friday 1*' of December, to be ready for
the Monday. The other key dates are below so that you can prepare children in advance if
needs be.

Kind regards

Foe Cannon

Key Dates for your diary

Monday 11" December Woodwind performance for invited parents
Monday 11" December Pupils flu vaccinations

Wednesday 13™ December 1.45pm Year 3,4 and 5 Christmas performance
Thursday 14™ December 9.15am Year 3,4 and 5 Christmas performance
Thursday 14™ December Non uniform day - choc donations for bingo
Friday 15™ December 9.15am Year 3,4 and 5 Christmas performance
Friday 15™ December 6.30pm PTFA Chocolate bingo - tickets only.
Monday 18™ December 1.30pm Year 3 Christmas party

Tuesday 19™ December Christmas Jumper Day - just for fun
Tuesday 19™ December Christmas dinner

Tuesday 19™ December 1.30pm Year 5 Christmas party

Wednesday 20™ December am Carol service at St Johns Church
Wednesday 20™ December 1.30pm Year 6 Christmas Party

Thursday 21°" December 1.30pm Year 4 Christmas Party

Friday 22" December Pantomime for whole school




Staffing

We are currently advertising for a position in our After School Club, 3.00- 6.00pm daily. We
understand that this can be a difficult time of day if you need child-care and therefore any
children of the successful candidate who attend Ravensdale, would be given a free place at the
club. Details are on the Transform Website and on Indeed.

Christmas Table

Decorations
The PTFA are organising a
competition for the best
Christmas Table decoration. The
decoration should be no longer
than 20 cm and brought into school
on Tuesday 19 December. There
will be a prize for the best one in
each year group, as chosen by the
catering staff. The decorations
must be named on the base (not
visible). They will be on the tables
for our Christmas dinner and will
be returned for you to enjoy at

Staff Leaving
Miss Akhtar is leaving to take maternity leave on
Wednesday 29™ November. Mr Mills has been
appointed as class teacher for Eagles from after
Christmas and Miss Lofthouse will be teaching the
class for the rest of this term.
Very sadly, Miss Hammond and Mrs Wyke (class
teachers) are leaving at Christmas. We would like
to thank them sincerely for their wonderful
contribution to Ravensdale. We have recently
appointed a lovely new teacher to replace Miss
Hammond and are just waiting for the final
appointment checks before announcing her name.
Miss Lofthouse has been appointed to replace Mrs
Wyke.

home.

Message from Chair of Governors, Jill Wilkinson

We are now well into the autumn term and already there is much to celebrate, notably the
successful Ofsted inspection which confirmed that as Governors we understand our roles and
offer support and challenge to school leaders to improve the school. Pupil numbers are
healthy, as is our current financial situation at this point in time and we are making further
investments info our digital strategy through the purchase of additional iPads. We would also
like to thank the members of our PTA who we know have been fundraising - thank you so much!

We welcomed Ifrah Akhtar as Staff Governor at the end of June 2023 and I am delighted to
say she has settled well into the governance role.

Sadly, of course, we will be saying farewell to Mrs Cannon who has been at the school for over
7 years and we wish her all the very best for her next endeavours. Mrs Cannon has been at the
heart of Ravensdale Junior School and has seen us through many difficult and challenging
times. She supported school through the devastating fire at the Infants School which had an
impact on the whole community, and more recently through a successful inspection the second
week back after the summer holidays! I am sure you will all join us in sharing our very best
wishes to Mrs Cannon - she will be sorely missed. We are working with Transform Trust on a
replacement Headteacher and hopefully we will be able to communicate something soon.

Jill




Talking to pupils about War
Please see below for information from The Safeguarding Group on how to talk about the very
difficult topic of war with your children.

Contacting Staff at School

For general enquiries, please email the office. Please raise all other concerns with your
child’s class teacher in the first instance.

admin@ravensalej.derby.sch.uk Breakfast and After School Club bookings, all payments,
residential visits, attendance and general enquiries.

head@ravensdalej.derby.sch.uk - serious concerns or positive feedback
senco@ravensdalej.derby.sch.uk - Special Educational Needs
pastoralsupport@ravensdalej.derby.sch.uk - emotional and behavioural support, support for
parents

chairofgovernors@ravensdalej.derby.sch.uk - communicate directly with the Chair of
Governors, Jill Wilkinson.

safeguarding@ravensdalej.derby.sch.uk - safeguarding concerns.
Year3@ravensdalej.derby.sch.uk - to contact Year 3 teachers (just change the digit for
other year groups)
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Talking to your Child about War and Conflict

Helping Children and Young People Make Sense of Distressing News

Are your Safe Search
Filters Active?

How children react to
distressing world events
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Top Tips for how to talk to children and young people about war and conflict
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Every child is different.

Their ability to process informotion
will depend on thedir age, character,
and resifience. As their guardian,
you will know them best, bot
assessing their abilities can help
you choose the level of mformation
you share with them.
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INSET days for next year 2023-24
22" and 23" July 2024

Please note that the above INSET days are not on the calendar below and should be considered
separately.

RAVENSDALE JUNIOR SCHOOL
DERBY CITY HOLIDAY DATES
2023- 2025

As confirmed by Derby City Council

School Closes Re-opens on
Summer Monday 4" September 2023
Mid- term Friday 27" October 2023 Monday 6" November 2023
Christmas Friday 22" December 2023 Monday 8" January 2024
Mid-term Friday 16" February 2024 Monday 26" February 2024
Easter Thursday 28" March 2024 Monday 15 April 2024
Mid -term Friday 24" May 2024 Monday 3™ June 2024
Summer Tuesday 23™ July 2024 Wednesday 4" September 2024
Mid- term Friday 25" October 2024 Monday 4" November 2024
Christmas Friday 20" December 2024 Monday 6% January 2025
Mid-term Friday 14" February 2025 Monday 24" February 2025
Easter Friday 4" April 2025 Tuesday 22" April 2025
Mid-term Friday 23" May 2025 Monday 2™ June 2025
Summer Thursday 24" July 2025







